Characters:
He, a young man
She, a young woman
She: (To the audience) He was handsome.
He: (To the audience) She—was—beautiful.
She: (To the audience) I was sitting there— He: (To audience) She was
sitting there—
He: (To the audience) –alone
He: (To the audience) –in this coffee shop— She: (To audience) –in this
coffee shop—
She: (To the audience) –reading a book, when I noticed this man sit down
at the next table.
He: (To her) You look smart.
She: (To the audience) He said to me, so I smiled.
He: (To the audience) She found me adorable.
She: (To the audience) I found him annoying.

(Suddenly the boat is bumped.)
Timmy: Something’s bumping the boat.
Brady: Hush! It’s Gums. He can hear us.
Timmy: Do fish have ears?
Ishmael: Gums wants to get into our heads. He may have psychic
abilities. Quick! Cover your heads with aluminum foil.
Brady: We don’t have aluminum foil.
Timmy: (Quietly) But, why’s he doing this? Why is a salmon terrorizing
us?
Brady: Because it’s fed up, Timmy. It’s tired of us, humans, eating his
kind. To Gums, it’s payback time.
Timmy: How did you stop Gums in the past?
Brady: We didn’t. Gums had to migrate north. Salmon do it every season.
It’s an instinct.
Ishmael: Gums is smart.
Timmy: Is that because he travels in a school?
Brady: Fish are much more clever than you would think.
Timmy: Really?
Brady: Have you ever seen a fish spend hours and hours trying to hook a
human?
Ishmael: There is a very fine line between a man catching a fish and a
man standing around for hours looking like he’s doing nothing at all.
Brady: Timmy, why are you smiling like that?
Timmy: Because I don’t know what’s going on.
Brady: The background music is about to start again! That means
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There is an old adage which reminds us that there are two sides to
every coin. In the following play, two individuals, brought together
by a chance meeting, recount two very different versions of their
brief courtship. To Every Coin chronicles the birth and death of
that relationship. With its presentational style, this play allows the
performers to talk directly to the audience and each other. There is
a lot of humor found in the first half of the play, and both performers
should play that humor. Comic timing will be crucial to the success
of the overall performance. Each character should have an immense
amount of likeability, thus, allowing the audience to truly enjoy
the company of each character. It is important that both characters
stand behind what each says and believes to be true; after all, each
character’s lines are a true reflection of his or her version of their
relationship. Both performers should be adept at playing the humor
found at the beginning of the play, as well as the emotional transition
when the relationship turns sour. The second half of the play should
take on a much darker tone, and each performer should really dig deep
to find the internal hurt each character has experienced. With the right
chemistry, this is a tour-de-force play for two talented performers.
This selection should be performed by a male and female and be
entered in Duo Interpretation or Duet Acting.
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Brady: Captain Ishmael, you know its bad luck to be superstitious.
Ishmael: One time at sea, I saw a red ship and a blue ship collide.
Timmy: (Afraid to ask) What happened?
Ishmael: They were marooned.
Brady: Stop with the stories already! We’re here to catch Gums!
Ishmael: That fish is going to try to catch us by surprise. I can feel it.
Brady: How can you feel it?
Ishmael: Forty years at sea can do things to a man…
Timmy: Dude! What kind of things?
Brady: How are we going to catch this salmon?
Ishmael: Do we have the bait ready? Timmy, do you have worms?
Timmy: Yes, but I came to catch Gums anyway.
Ishmael: Does anyone else want some of these weenies and beans?
Brady: I’ll pass.
Timmy: No thanks.
Ishmael: Well, that’s your own loss. You haven’t tasted anything until
you’ve had real—

Brady: Captain Ishmael, are you sure this boat is sea worthy? It’s falling
apart.
Ishmael: Being back on my own boat reminds me of the advice my first
captain gave me when I was just a young lad. Fairy tales always start with
“Once upon a time…” but great fishing stories always start with “You
ain’t never gonna believe this…”
Brady: It sure is dark out here.
Ishmael: A day without sunshine is most often called night.
Brady: It is night! It’s the night of the big Fourth of July celebration!
Ishmael: Let’s just cross our fingers and hope we catch Gums before it’s
too late.
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Scene 7: On Captain Ishmael’s boat

He: (To the audience) She liked my confidence.
She: (To the audience) I thought he was way too arrogant.
He: (To the audience) I could tell she liked my confidence, because she
just kept smiling at me.
She: (To the audience) I couldn’t help but smile, as I continued with my
book—
He: (To the audience) She thought, “Oh yes, today is my lucky day!”
She: (To the audience) –because I could tell he was still staring at me.
For some reason, I found that to be funny.
He: (To the audience) She thought, “Today I have won the lottery!”
She: (To the audience) I thought, why is it that I attract crazy men?
He: (To the audience) She’s celebrating in her mind!
She: (To the audience) It’s true. I attract crazy men! Everywhere I go,
there could be fifteen empty tables in the place, and every time—every
single time—the crazy ones will plop right next to me!
He: (To the audience) They just can’t resist my animal magnetism.
She: (To the audience) I’m a magnet! A magnet for lunatics!
He: (To the audience) Women like to know that men are interested in
what they’re interested in. So after ordering my coffee, I leaned over and
told her, (To her) That’s one of my favorite books.
She: (To the audience) Oh, I thought, you can read?
He: (To her) I thought it had some really juicy parts.
She: (To him) So—you’ve read this book?
He: (To her, trying to impress her) Twice.
She: (To him, not believing him) Really???
He: (To the audience) Truth be told, I couldn’t even see the cover—
She: (To him, holding up the book cover) So you’ve read What to Expect
When You’re Expecting?
He: (To the audience) –until she held the book up to my face so that I
could actually read the cover.
She: (To him) Twice?
He: (To her) I—I—
She: (To him) You lied.
He: (To the audience) I didn’t know what to say.
She: (To him) Just admit it. You lied.
He: (To the audience) I had. I did. I lied. She caught me.
She: (To him) Just admit you lied.
He: (To the audience) I’ve never been caught! Wow, what a surreal
feeling that is.
She: (To him) Admit it.
He: (To the audience) Two things suddenly occurred to me. One, she was,
as I first suspected, smart—
She: (To the audience) Why can’t men just admit when they’ve done
something?
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Timmy: That’s deep.
Ishmael: I’ve learned you can do more with a personal goal and a
harpoon than you can do with just a personal goal.
Brady: Are you being serious?
Ishmael: I have a boat, and I have experience. Boys, just know that age
is a high price to pay for maturity. I intend to live forever, and so far so
good. Forty years at sea can do things to a man…things I don’t want to
mention.
Timmy: Dude! What kind of things?
Ishmael: That’s not the point, boy! I’m just a mysterious, old captain
offering help—but for a price…
Brady: What price?
Ishmael: Well, I wouldn’t mind one of those lemonades you boys are
drinking. I seemed to have left my wallet at home.
Brady: What do you think, Timmy?
Timmy: Deal.
Ishmael: What’s the best way to catch a fish?
Timmy: Have someone to throw it to you?
Ishmael: Boy! What kind of fish can’t swim?
Brady: Uh, I don’t know.
Ishmael: A dead one.
Timmy: And that’s exactly what we want!
Ishmael: And what’s the best way to catch a fish?
Brady: A net?
Ishmael: How do you know my wife, Annette? Are you the one who
keeps calling and hanging up?
Brady: No.
Ishmael: Well, Annette doesn’t know anything about catching fish. She’s
a woman. (He laughs and coughs) By the way, sarcasm is just one more
service I offer.
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Brady: What’s the problem, ma’am?
Loretta: Ain’t it obvious? My kids have been sucked to redness!
Pearlie Rose: Mamma, all the hairs done been sucked off my legs!
Loretta: Those hairs are what made Pearlie Rose special.
Timmy: Gums!
Loretta: I can’t help it! I done forgot my teeth back home!
Brady: That’s not what he’s talking about.
Billy Joe: So what are you going to do about my kids’ legs? My little
girl’s legs aren’t no good no more! How’s she going to win a pageant all
red and hairless like this here?
Timmy: Wow! You put that girl in pageants? Now, if you’d said livestock
shows…
Bubba: Mamma, something sucked my good arm, too!
Brady: No! Please, tell me this isn’t happening!
Timmy: This isn’t happening.
Brady: Gums is sucking on more than legs now! This is becoming a
nightmare!
Scene 6: A seaside tavern
(Timmy and Brady are sitting at a bar drinking lemonade through straws.)
Timmy: Dude, you’ve been brooding all day long. Drink your lemonade
and chill.
Brady: We are the lifeguards on duty, Timmy! We promised the town!
Timmy: You promised the town.
Brady: What’s the biggest question we have to ask ourselves?
Timmy: Why does the Alphabet Song and the Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star song have the same tune?
Brady: No, Timmy! We have to ask ourselves how we’re going to stop
this fish!
Ishmael: (In a grizzly, knowing voice) I can stop the fish. I’ve seen things
in my life. And there’s only one thing you can be sure of in life.
Timmy: What’s that?
Ishmael: Things are always more like they are now than they ever were
before.
Brady: Who are you, old man?
Ishmael: Call me Ishmael. Captain Ishmael. My real name is Harry—
Harry Pitts—so I go by Captain Ishmael. I’m sure you understand why.
Brady: Yes. Yes, I do understand.
Ishmael: I live by a fortune cookie I got a long time ago. “Man who pass
gas in church must sit in own pew.”

Gums

Scene 5: On the beach
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He: (To the audience) –and two, she was—she was—(making a
pregnancy gesture) you know. (To her) Look. I’m sorry. I didn’t know
you were—
She: (To him) What? No! I’m not—my sister is—I’m not—whoa no, sir,
I’m definitely not—I’m single! I haven’t had a date in over a year—
He: (To her) A year???
She: (To the audience) Why in the world did I just say that?
He: (To her, laughing) Seriously??? A pretty lady like you hasn’t dated in
over a year?
She: (To the audience) Why? Why? Why? That’s one of the side-effects
of attracting crazy men. It makes me say crazy things!
He: (To her) Who’s lying now?
She: (To the audience) Did he just say I was pretty?
He: (To her) And I admit it. You caught me. I lied. And I’m sorry.
She: (To audience, surprised) He admitted it.
He: (To her) I thought women like it when a man, you know, acts like he’s
interested in what they’re interested in, and—
She: (To him) Well, I hope you weren’t—‘acting.’
He: (To her) Absolutely not. I like women who read.
She: (To him) Do—you like to read?
He: (To her) No. (Realizing that wasn’t probably the answer she wanted
to hear) Well, I like to read the sports page—
She: (To the audience, defending him) It has articles.
He: (To her) And the comics—
She: (To the audience, still defending him) He’s letting me know he
enjoys a sense of humor. He’s obviously a man who likes dialogue,
perhaps he even likes to go to plays—where characters converse through
dialogue—(Realizing she might be trying to defend him too strongly)
Okay, at least the comics have little bubbles above their heads with
something that resembles dialogue!
He: (To her) And of course, I like to look at the ladies’ lingerie
advertisements—
She: (To him, having had enough of his rambling) SO…you like women
who READ.
He: (To her) I do.
She: (To the audience, sweetly) Ah, the two most precious words every
woman yearns to say.
He: (To her) And I sincerely apologize for lying to you. I meant it when I
said I thought you were smart.
She: (To the audience) Well, at least he’s a good judge of character.
He: (To her) You are.
She: (To the audience, touched) He seems so sincere, and he said he
‘sincerely apologized—‘
He: (To her) And I’m sorry.

